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Joc. l. The, Committee of the Federatisn of Lobor Unions (Iustafa 'Aris! Cotrmmiste
dominated Fedsration) has rnmntly issued tio tracts. Onse calls upon
the Lebanese working class to ocontimoe its strugrle to defend its rights
against the "hired treitors.t: Its heading ronds as f£ollows:

“"The insistonce on trying Imstafa ‘Aris and his' corrades

boefore the Court of Justice on Ssturday morning, 22 January 19};99
is a scandalous eonspimmr to terrorize the mrk:ing

Iebanon.t

The second traect, issved by the samo eomittae, dmomces fthis flggrant
agpression against unjon libertics and acainst the wmion strupnles.”

and depands that the authoritins rolease lfustafa 'Aris, Joan Nimr, and
Hatik YAbd-al-linlilc,

2. The Executive Council of the Leame of Unions (non-cormmist Goverrment-
sponsored proup) met on 16 Jamary 1949 at the Icame's Club. After
Council affairs had been discucsed, Tewfig Faghali was elected sgc:retsry
Goneral of the Ieamua.

3. TFor the first tine in savemal:vaars, the Couneil of the Typesetters’ Union .
{Iustafa tAris! grown of t:gxmot‘bara) did not hold its regular meeting.
:lccording to souree, this situation arose bocauss of the Union's failure

avong all the printing press workers, and bocguse there was nothing now to
discuss. lienbers of this Unien are restricting their efforts to Corzmmist
Party activities, whiech are in charge of Sa'd=-al-Din lhmminsh, who has
replaced llustafa 'Aris. IMarinah rocedves a oonthly salary oé
Labanose pounds from the Party. mﬂhealsomcaimsomundsaweck
fron gl=llajah printing press, :althoughhe devotes all his timc to the
Corrmnist Party, and only uscs the press job as a cover, source clains,

4> The Commmmish typesettors sont Brdl Shinwli and a certain "Bulos® to ask
Zaki Iddavar, a member of the Typesctterst! and Rookbinders! Union, to find
ml‘ﬁ whether the new union woull aonept the adhorconce »f the ate
i ona bloe, Vhen IMéarrar warorted this to the Counoil of the Union.

:uG Tresident renlied, #lah then subrmit their applications in the lezsl wav.

o Couneil will exarina each & aopliecation aar:a:rs:'h‘aily3 md will accent
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those desned sulteble, /il this will be doné in accordance with the
constitutional and inbernal lep of the Unlomo¥

e Shoitly before the elections veve hald for the Council of the

Iraq Potrolsm Company (IPC) Tevkerst Union, the Comeil ruled that
r-zﬂ.y erployecs mceiving nonthlv salardes covld join the nion and

bayn the risht to voie, Hiws exclunding ail probationery workers,
Lecording 5 source, His Tes e maneavor of the Hizb el-Oawd al=Swrei.
oLl-Titimaid (Syrian Vopular Party) which dordpates the presont Comneil.
in order %0 assure s meiority in the olestdons, '

Ha Cmt agitation developed smong the workers, and mumerous neetings
- more held, o which 3% wes dacd: iai o opnose the Unior Council. The
vorkers decmed as followss :

2. %o sond a dolepsition to discuss the problen with the
Plvoctor of the Senisl APfairs Departoent.

b. To mend a delepation t- denand that the authorities

waurree the law pro: btingrempnymmﬁotfmim
vl night sowpete witk Tcbenese lsbor

te Yo liave thoss workers W are mvw extlided fron the
tnien gipn spplieaticps for merharship.

¥+ Tauflq Faphali, President of the Teapue of Unions, to vhioch
the IPC Union belomsa, told wre Tearuets Mmoutive Couneil that the
oajority of the PG vorkers :wsh be permitted to join the Union and to
vote, in order to prevent them Tvom swinging over to the Commmistse
Scuree szys that a sccond mentise will be held to discuss this questior.
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Sec M <5 = vrovicus owunist effort of this nature whioh roceived
the sare repdy,
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